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Excellencies, 
Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is really a great honor and privilege for me to address the distinguish gathering dedicated to the signing of the EU- Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine Association Agreements held on June 27, 2014. 
First of all I would like to congratulate my colleagues – His Excellency Georgian Ambassador Mr. David Bakradze and His Excellency Moldavian Ambassador Mr. Valentin Ciumac -  on this important for their countries occasion and to wish them my most sincerest wishes.  

As for my country, I would like to say that the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement is the most international legal document in the entire history of Ukraine and the most extensive international agreement with a third country ever concluded by the European Union. 

The Association Agreement provides for creation of an European framework for development of the Ukrainian policies and economy, it captures external liabilities related to vitally needed reforms.

The Association Agreement as an internationally binding document creates the best preconditions in order that the priorities for the rule of law, democracy, and market economy constantly declared by the Ukrainian government were really implemented in practice.

Implementation of the Association Agreement will contribute into convergence between the regulatory frameworks of Ukraine and the EU, and thus – into elimination of not only customs duties, but also of non-tariff barriers to trade to facilitate Ukraine΄s integration into the European economic and legal space in general, in particular the EU΄s internal market and the European Economic Area. 
The immediate benefits that influence the broadest segments of population include: access to a wider product range and improved safety of products offered in the domestic market through harmonization of safety requirements for products and services with international standards.
Among the most socially significant results of the Association Agreement’s implementation, following implementation of EU environmental and labor standards, improvement of the ecological environment and labor conditions can be expected. As a result, we could anticipate increased occupational safety, reduced technological risks for public health, and increased average life expectancy.

Expressing the desire to enter into the Association Agreement with the EU in the form it acquired as a result of the negotiation process, Ukraine thus expresses its determination to transform into a new quality: from a post-soviet state forced to follow the above-mentioned principles under external pressure in a country being an integral part of the civilized world, the objective of which is daily practicing, improving and promoting principles of this world.
Concluding I would like to express my sincerely gratitude to the Hellenic government, Parliament, Ministry for Foreign Affairs and other Ministries,  Hellenic Representation of European Commission for the support of Ukraine and everyday help in framework of job to prepare the  Association Agreement.

I would also like to thank all of you for being here. Thank you.
